Getting Ready to Read

At Headlands J, I and N
School

26 letters used to make 1,100 ways of
spelling 44 sounds in the English
language.

Phase 2 -

19 Sounds

Set 1: s, a, t, p
Set 2: i, n, m, d
Set 3: g, o, c, k
Set4:
ck, e, u, r
Set 5: h, b, f, ff, l, ll, ss

Phase 3 • Set 6:
• Set 7:

25 more sounds

j, v, w, x
y, z, zz, qu

• ch, sh, th, ng, ai, ee, igh
oa, oo, ar, or, ur, oi, ear,
air, ure, er
• Digraph – two letters one sound.
• Trigraph – three letters one sound.

Stretchy Sounds

m s n f l sh r
v th z ng nk

Bouncy Sounds

a d i p g o c
k u b e h j y
w ch q x
- Time to practise
Please watch the video named ‘Sounds’.

Green words
(These sounds can be blended together to read the word)

mat
and
can
pip
ship
drink

Tricky Red Words
These cannot be decoded using phonics and have to be
learnt by sight reading.
he
said
I
she
have
no
we
like
the
be
so
to
me
do
go
you
some
into
are
come
her
little
was
one
all
were
they
there
my
what
when

Blending
-Time to practise
Please watch the video named ‘Blending
and Reading’.

Formation of letters

Tripod Grip
Encourage your child to have a tripod grip on their pencil.

Formation of Letters
-Time to practise
Please watch the video named ‘Formation of
Letters’.

Sound Cards
• On a Wednesday we will put the sounds your child learnt at school
that week in their book bag. There will also be a reading record
booklet in their bag. We expect that you practise these sound cards
with your child daily and that you make a note in their reading record
5 x weekly.
• As your child learns more sounds they will have more cards in their
bag and you should put them together to blend and read different
cvc words (consonant vowel consonant) e.g m-a-t = mat.
• These have to include real and non real words as we are testing
fluency and phonetic knowledge e.g tam sat tas mas etc.

• When your child is fluent with the cards, I will send home a green
sheet of phonics cvc words.
• When they are fluent with the green words, a book will be given to
match the sounds they have learnt.
• **If I feel your child is already able to read some words using pure
sounds, their sound cards and green sheets will be put in their book
bag – we assess this from the baseline assessment**

Homework
• 2 types of homework – Reading, sound card or tricky word practise
to be done every night and a record made by parents in their
reading record and written tasks in their ‘Sound Homework Book’.
• Their will be a mixture of formation practise and appropriate
activities – these will be related to the sounds they are learning as
well as other skills we wish them to work on at home.
• Reading records will be checked daily and ‘Sound Homework
Books’ will have new homework in on a Wednesday. On a Monday
children will hand in their homework. This is to leave enough time for
isolation of books and marking.

Reading in School
• Children will be given a 15-20 minute reading slot with an adult each
week.
• One week your child will read to a teacher the next week to a
teaching assistant – this is additional to the daily reading practise in
lessons. They will also check sounds and tricky red words.
• Books will only be changed once per week in a child’s designated
reading slot. We will assess their understanding of the text with
questions. If we feel your child needs more than one book per week
we will let you know.
• In addition to this we will send home tricky red words. These cannot
be decoded using phonics and have to be learnt by sight reading.
• There is a charge of £5 for any school book that is not returned or is
damaged beyond repair.

Reading at Home
• Read to your child every day.
• Practise a little bit most days – sounds cards as often as you can.
• Find a regular time to suit you.
• Make it a quiet, cosy time.
• Discuss the story before reading it.
• Encourage your child to point under each word.

• Ask questions such as - Why do you think that?
• Encourage your child to ask you questions about the book.
• Praise all efforts.

Your Child’s Name
• Not to be written in capital letters.
• Start with the initial sound. Get them to label their toys with it.
• Recognise their name - Stick labels around the home – bedroom,
coat peg, toy box, bike etc.
• Writing name – use card sent home.
•

With chalk, in the sand, with a stick, with markers, with crayons.

• Use our special letter rhymes to encourage good formation right
from the start.

Play at home
•

Playdough and plasticine

•

Drawing a picture of themselves. Head with a body, arms, legs, hands,
feet, eyes, nose, mouth, ears, hair, eyes, eyebrows.

•

Baking & cooking – rolling, stirring, pouring, squeezing

•

Cutting and sticking.

•

Mark making – with anything and on anything – you model writing.

•

Talking- You talk out loud to expose the children to new vocabulary.

•

Playing games – board games, card games.

•

Nursery rhymes and songs as many as you can remember and use
google to help.

•

Counting – anything from chips to steps.

•

Showing numbers on their fingers and recognising numbers on a dice.

Thank you
• Educating your child is a joint responsibility and we thank you for your
continued support. Children thrive from 1:1 time with their parents and
as children spend a large amount of time at home, it is so important to
use all the small opportunities to teach your child something new.
• The more support from home, the quicker a child develops. It is a
proven fact that the sooner your child begins to read, the quicker they
write and the more opportunities open up for them.
• Our aim is to give each child the best start in their education and this
starts with reading. We will provide you with all the tools and
resources in their book bags. We ask that you help your child to look
after these items as replacement resources are time consuming and
costly to make.

